[The association of continuous peridural anesthesia with general anesthesia. Apropos of 2 accidents].
Continuous lumbar epidural anaesthesia combined with light general anaesthesia provides optimal anaesthetic conditions to realize major lower abdominal or pelvic surgical cases. However this technique may cause haemodynamic alterations due to the important vasoplegia and to the potential myocardial toxicity of the local anaesthetics. The authors report two accidents associated with this technique, one of them with lethal outcome.